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DETAILED ACTION 

The Request for Continued Examination has been received and accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

\, Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, and 15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The application is rejected over 
Fucceilo US 2002/0019985 in view of Maikin US 6,061,650, where Fuccello provides for 
the mobile structure as cited in claim 1, and Maikin is relied upon for indicia and details 
regarding the identifier. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 8-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 8-1 1 
comprise a dependency chain based off of the now cancelled claim 7. The applicant has 
indicated that claim 7 has been rewritten as claim 21. It is appears that claims 8-1 1 are 
dependent on claim 21. The examiner is interpreting them as such. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2-5, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claims 2-4 state "the apparatus of claim 1" and claim 5 states 
"the apparatus of claim 4". Claim 1 appears to be a communication system claim, and 
the apparatus mentioned in claim 1, does not include the authenticator. The examiner 
suggests replacing "the apparatus of with "the communication system of. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "communication system" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 9-12, 15-17, and 19-21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fuccello US 2002/0019985 in view of Malkin US 6,061,650 

As per claims 1, and 15 Fuccello teaches a communication system having a network part 
including at least a first access network portion and a core network portion (access node 
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and authentication server), [0017], [0080], Fuccello teaches the at least first access 
network portion being coupled to the core network portion, and the communication 
system (coupled) [0017], [0080]. Fuccello teaches a mobile station operable to 
communicate by way of at least one selected access network portion of the at least first 
access network portion once authenticated through interaction with a selected 
authenticator associated with the selected access network portion (authentication of 
mobile station) [0017], [0080]. Fuccello teaches apparatus for facilitating authentication 
of the client to communicate in the communication system, said apparatus comprising: an 
identifier (access point) coupled to the client and the core network portion to receive a 
request by the client through interaction with the selected authenticator, 

Fuccello does not teach said identifier for identifying indicia associated with the selected 
authenticator, the indicia being used to facilitate delivery of the authentication request to 
the selected authenticator, said identifier being formed of a proxy located at the at least 
first access network portion. 

Malkin teaches said identifier (gateway) for identifying indicia associated with the 
selected authenticator (authentication server), the indicia (IP address) being used to 
facilitate delivery of the authentication request to the selected authenticator, said 
identifier being formed of a proxy (gateway) located at the at least first access network 
portion, (Col 4 lines 15-32). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the indicia of Malkin 
with the wireless authentication of Fuccello because it allows the mobile station to 
choose a specific authentication server. 

As per claims 2, 10 and 16 Fuccello does not teach including indicia. Malkin teaches 
that the selected authenticator (authentication server) is coupled to the core access 
network (home network), the selected authenticator having an address associated 
therewith (IP address), and wherein the indicia identified by said identifier (gateway) and 
used to facilitate delivery of the authentication request to the selected authenticator 
comprises address indicia representative of the address associated with the selected 
authenticator (Col 4 lines 1 5-32), Fig 1 . 

As per claims 3,11, and 17 Fuccello does not teach indicia. Malkin teaches the selected 
authenticator authenticates the mobile station through effectuation of a selected 
authentication method, and wherein the indicia identified by said identifier and used to 
facilitate delivery of the authentication request comprises authentication-method indicia 
representative of the selected authentication method, (authentication protocol) (Col 2 
lines 55-57, Col 4 line 18). 

As per claim 9, Fuccello does no teach indicia, Malkin teaches a request message 
forwarder (gateway) which includes an indicia field populated with values identified by 
said identifier to be associated with the authenticator (IP address, authentication 
protocol), (Col 4 lines 1 5-27). 
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As per claim 12, Fuccello teaches that said identifier (access node) is positioned at the 
mobile station (part of a LAN) [00 16]. 

As per claim 19, Fuccello does not teach indicia. Malkin teaches the operation of 
forwarding a request message' representative of the authentication request, the request 
message including the indicia associated with the authenticator (IP address), (Col 4 lines 
15-32). 

As per claim 20, Fuccello does not teach protocol. Malkin teaches the request message 
forwarded during said operation of forwarding comprises a signaling protocol message 
(protocol compatible with AS) containing an indicia field containing values 
representative of the indicia identified during said operation of identifying (containing IP 
address and authentication protocol) (Col 4 lines 1 5-27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the protocol of 
Malkin with the system of Fuccello so that the authenticator could properly understand 
the authentication request. 

As per claim 21, Fuccello teaches a communication system having a network part 
including at least a first access network portion and a core network portion (access node 
and authentication server), [0017], [0080]. Fuccello teaches the at least first access 
network portion being coupled to the core network portion, and the communication 
system (coupled) [0017], [0080]. Fuccello teaches a mobile station operable to 
communicate by way of at least one selected access network portion of the at least first 
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access network portion once authenticated through interaction with a selected 
authenticator associated with the selected access network portion (authentication of 
mobile station) [0017], [0080], Fuccello teaches apparatus for facilitating authentication 
of the client to communicate in the communication system, said apparatus comprising: an 
identifier (access point) coupled to the client and the core network portion to receive a 
request by the client through interaction with the selected authenticator, 

Fuccello does not teach said identifier for identifying indicia associated with the selected 
authenticator, the indicia being used to facilitate delivery of the authentication request to 
the selected authenticator, said identifier being formed of a proxy located at the at least 
first access network portion, wherein said proxy of which said identifier is formed 
comprises an authentication request detector and a request message forwarder, said 
authentication request detector detecting the authentication request and said request 
message forwarder forwarding a request message representative of the authentication 
request, the request message including the indicia associated with the authenticator. 

Malkin teaches said identifier (gateway) for identifying indicia associated with the 
selected authenticator (authentication server), the indicia (IP address) being used to 
facilitate delivery of the authentication request to the selected authenticator, said 
identifier being formed of a proxy (gateway) located at the at least first access network 
portion, (Col 4 lines 15-32). 

Malkin teaches identifier is formed comprises an authentication request detector (receives 
message) and a request message forwarder (forwards message), said authentication 
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request detector detecting the authentication request and said request message forwarder 
forwarding a request message representative of the authentication request (reformatted 
message), the request message including the indicia associated with the authenticator 
(includes IP address) (Col 4 lines 15-32). 

Claims 4, 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fuccello US 2002/0019985 in view of Malkin US 6,061,650 in view of Melaku US 
2003/0032414 

As per claim 4, the previous Fuccello-Malkin combination does not teach a second access 
network portion, or authenticator. 

Melaku teaches the at least the first access network comprises the first access network 
and at least a second access network, wherein a first authenticator, coupled to the core 
network portion, is associated with the first access network portion and at least a second 
authenticator, also coupled to the core network portion, is associated with the at least the 
second access network portion, and wherein the indicia identified by said identifier 
identifies which of the first and at least second authenticators to which the authentication 
request is to be delivered (Multiple networks and authentication servers) [0022], Fig 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the multiple networks 
and authentication servers of Melaku with the system of Fuccello-Malkin in order to 
reduce network traffic, and or to create redundancy and stability. 
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As per claim 5, the previous Fuccello-Malkin combination teaches the indicia identifying 
to which of the first and at least second authenticators that the authentication request is to 
be delivered identified by said identifier (gateway) is identified responsive to 
identification of through which of the first and at least second access network portions 
that the authentication request is made (Authenticator IP address) (Malkin Col 2 lines 33- 
45,Col41ine 17). 

As per claim 8, the previous Fuccello-Malkin teaches a message forwarder but does not 
explicitly teach text-based protocol. Melaku teaches the commimication system utilizes a 
text-based signaling protocol scheme (SMSC protocol), [0022]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the SMSC protocol of 
Fucello-Malkin with 

Claims 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fuccello US 2002/0019985 in view of Malkin US 6,061,650 in view of Ahonen US 
2001/0009025 

As per claim 13 the previous Fuccello-Malkin combination does not teach indicia where 
the indicia is pursuant to origination by the mobile station. 

Ahonen teaches the mobile station is operable to originate a communication session 
therefrom and wherein said identifier (Firewall) identifies the indicia pursuant to 
origination by the mobile station of the commimication station (source IP) [0013]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the source address of 
Ahonen with the system of Fuccello-Malkin so that the Authentication Server could 
respond to the mobile station. 

As per claim 14, the previous Fuccello-Malkin combination does not teach a registration 
procedure. Ahonen teaches the mobile station is operable to initiate a registration 
procedure and wherein said identifier (Firewall) identifies the indicia pursuant to the 
registration procedure initiated by the mobile station, [0109], [01 10], [01 1 1]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the registration of 
Ahonen with the system of Fuccello-Malkin in order for the authenticator to register data 
to authenticate. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher J. Brown whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3833. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00, 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571)272-6962. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Christopher J. Brown 1 1/1 3/06 





